T

he Spanish presence in the New
ages of sixteenth-century explorers
Cortés, Pizarro, and Ponce de Leon are
schools of the Western Hemisphere.
Americas as common immigrants rathe
vast majority arriving after the colonies
from the Iberian Crown. At the most,
Indies as their American possessions
than 300 years of colonial rule from the
fling of the nineteenth century. More t
during the half-century after 1880.’
These more recent transatlantic mi
numbers but they also shifted destinati

In this selection the author examines th
Spanish migration after 1870 on the
most important destinations in the Ne
story in the broader context of Europea
the ways that economic growth in Arge
for labor that was filled in part by Spa
however, most Spaniards settled in urb
in commerce and artisanal activities.
cussed later in the book, that emigratio
undertaking as he follows emigrants fro
New World destinations. He notes that
to both countries, but the Basques in Ar
in Cuba were considered superior to tho
Argentina, with its large Italian popul
important in preserving the Hispanic
with its large number ofdescendants of
lar role.

Spanish Emigration t
Cuba and Argentina

1

Mass Migration to Modern Latin America

Spanish transatlantic migration formed part of a much bigger process that
took 56 million Europeans out of their native continent between the end
of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 and the world depression of 1930. No
population movement of this magnitude had taken place in human history
before. None has surpassed it.2 These massive transcontinental migrations
were caused, and formed part of, a process of modernization that began in
Britain and spread from there to the rest of Northern Europe and, later, to
the southern and eastern regions of the continent.
The most elemental part of this process was demographic modern
ization. Before the eighteenth century, high death rates tended to wipe
out any gains made by high birth rates, so population growth in Europe,
and the rest of the world, was slow and intermittent periods of high growth
rarely lasted more than two decades. In the late twentieth century, low
death rates are counterbalanced by low birth rates so that the European
population is again static or declining.
In the long transition from the traditional system to the modern one,
however, a population explosion took place in Europe for the first time in
human history as death rates fell earlier and faster thanks to improve
ments in hygiene and the end of plagues than birth rates. From 1800 to
1900, Europe’s population grew from 188 to 420 million even though
35 million emigrated overseas, and the continent’s share of the world’s
population increased from 19 percent to 26 percent. In Spain this demo
graphic growth affected mostly the northern coastal zones Galicia,
Asturias, Santander, the Basque country, and Catalonia and the Canary
Islands. Not coincidentally, these regions provided the bulk of the exodus
to the Americas during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries-in sharp

The Global Context

the two jewels of the Spanish overseas empire, silver-rich Mexico and
Peru, had attracted the bulk of the peninsulares people from the Iberian
peninsula, the common colonial term for Spaniards. During the late nine
teenth and early twentieth centuries, Argentina and Cuba drew over threequarters of the emigrants from Spain: 2 and 1 million, respectively.
In this chapter, I first examine the global context of these population
movements. The main question in this section is simple and evidently
crucial: What broad social forces could explain the largest transcontinen
tal migration of people in human history? The second section explains
why Argentina and Cuba emerged as major magnets for European mimi
gratibn, becoming, respectively, the second and sixth most important re
ceiving countries in the world. The third and last section examines how
Spanish immigrants adapted to their new lands, their image among their
hosts, and their contribution to the historical formation of both countries.
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The technological and innovative capacity unleashed by the Indus
trial Revolution also enabled the transoceanic transportation of not only
dreams and photographs but also of masses of people. From the
midnineteenth century onward, steamships increasingly replaced sailing
vessels, the screw propeller supplanted the cumbersome paddlewheel, and
iron and later steel hulls superseded wooden ones. Meanwhile, the se
quential introduction of double-expansion, triple-expansion, steam tur
bine, and diesel marine engines kept cutting down fuel consumption and
pushing up speed on the oceans. On land, new railroad construction in
creased the pool of potential emigrants beyond port and coastal regions
and into the hinterland.
Another critical element that made mass emigration possible was the
spread of liberalism as a heemonic ideology. Up to the eighteenth cen
tury, the dominant mercantilist tenets held that a kingdom’s wealth and
power depended on the number of its subjects and that the State had the
right to prohibit their departure or the entry of foreigners into colonies.
The demographic revolution or, as it was often called then, the "Malthu
sian devil," changed many government officials’ minds about the benefit
of an ever-expanding population. The liberal emphasis on individual au
tonomy and personal liberty made it increasingly difficult to defend gov
ernment restrictions on population movement. During the nineteenth
century European countries-beginning in the north of the continent and
spreading south and east-eliminated most laws banning or restricting
departures. On the other side of the Atlantic, American countries not only
kept the gates open but also encouraged immigration, at times with offers
of free passage and land.
Emigration was not then, and is not now, the result of backwardness
and poverty but of change and modernization or of a specific early phase
of this process. The most developed countries and richer regions first
joined the flow. Movement and flux-of capital, goods, services, tech
nologies, ideas, and people-became the mark of modernization; as it

Every time one of these aristocrats of the duster and the broom [Span
ish servants in Argentina] takes a picture in her Sunday best ‘tailleur’
[tailor-made] dress, stockings, patent-leather shoes, she immediately
sends a copy home. The photograph passes from house to house through
out the village, and in every one enthusiastic comments are made, see
ing in this seignorial attire an enviable well-being. If there is a young
maid in the house, a desire awakens in her to leave for Argentina, and
that night the meek bumpkin dreams of faraway lands, of palaces and
gold, of fortune and happiness. The most determined decide to take the
trip.4

with sausages." Another product of the Industrial Revolution, the photo
graph, carried those illusions and yearnings across the ocean, as a Span
ish immigrant observed:
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32,564,000
5,073,000
6,501,000
4,361,000
713,000
3,443,000
588,000
731,000
1,394,000
270,000
150,000
90,000
70,000
62,000
60,000
40,000
30,000
30,000
21,000
12,000
56,183,000

Number

57.9
9.0
11.6
7.8
1.3
6.1
1.0
1.3
2.5
0.5
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.0
0.0

Percent
of Total

57.9
67.0
78.5
86.3
87.6
93.7
94.7
96.0
98.5
99.0
99.3
99.4
99.5
99.7
99.8
99.8
99.9
99.9
100.0
100.0

Cumulative
Percentage

Cuba, on the other hand, is a peculiar country of immigration and an
exception to the rule. An island a bit smaller than Pennsylvania and onetenth the size of Argentina, it is the only Latin American country outside
of the River Plate region, and the only tropical environment in the world,
to have received massive numbers of European immigrants see Table 1.
What it had in common with other lands of European settlement was a
small aboriginal population. Indeed, the indigenous inhabitants, estimated
at 50,000 to 110,000 before Columbus landed on the island in 1492, were
virtually exterminated by the violence of the Conquest and by Old World
diseases for which they had no immunity. During the next three centuries,
Cuba developed as a colony of European settlement with a rudimentary
ranching and farming economy. While its strategic position allowed the
Caribbean island to become a commercial entrepôt between the Ameri
can mainland and Spain, it never reached the wealth and importance of
the viceroyalties of New Spain and Peru.

Source: José C. Moya, Cousins and Strangers: Spanish Immigrants in Buenos
Aires, 1850-1930 Berkeley, 1998, 46.

Australia
New Zealand
South Africa
Cuba
Mexico
Algeria
Chile
Venezuela
Puerto Rico
British West Indies
Hawaii
Zimbabwe
Peru
Paraguay
New Caledonia
Total

Uruguay

United States
Canada
Argentina
Brazil

Country

Table 1. Destination of European Overseas Emigrants, Ca. 1820-1932

immigration to Argentina formed part of a much larger demographicecological phenomenon.
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Cuba: Sugar and Slavery
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in hundreds of enslaved rebel Maya Indians from Yucatan and the first of
the 150,000 Chinese coolies who arrived from Shanghai and Canton dur
ing the next three decades.7 Ever since the Haitian slave revolt of 1791
the colonial government had also tried to attract white newcomers as a
demographic counterbalance to prevent a similar uprising, allowing nonSpanish European Catholics to settle in Cuba. A few thousand came.
But a tropical island with a plantation economy based mostly on slave
and semi-bondage labor was not exactly the place to attract European
immigrants away from the United States, where most of them were then
heading.
Cuba, however, offered many attractions to Spaniards. One was its
continuing colonial status. Indeed, the independence wars of 1810-1 824
on the mainland served to intensify Spain’s political and economic con
nections with the most important of its remaining colonies, which came
to contribute almost one-fourth of the Spanish treasury’s total revenues.
Many loyalists, particularly from Mexico and Venezuela where the eman
cipation struggle and resentment against Spaniards had been especially
virulent, fled to Cuba rather than back to Spain. The continuity and
strengthening of formal ties protected and increased informal connec
tions between family, friends, and business partners on both sides of the
Atlantic, which in turn spurred immigration. The island’s economy was
one of the most advanced and dynamic in the Western Hemisphere. At the
start of the nineteenth century Havana was larger than New York City.
The most important technological innovation of the century, the railroad,
appeared in Cuba in 1836, not only before any other Latin American coun
try but also a dozen years before Spain itself and only eleven years after
its English birth. The island was also a pioneer in the use of steam en
gines, the telegraph, and various other technologies. During the first half
of the nineteenth century, therefore, some 60,000 Spaniards headed
for Cuba-not a large number compared to the peak period in the early
twentieth century but more than went to all the other American republics
combined.8
The inflow of Spaniards into "the ever faithful island of Cuba" ac
quired greater force in the decades following the middle of the nineteenth
century. The failed attempt against colonial rule by the "not-so-faithful"
Cubans during the Ten Years’ War 1868-1878 brought in 209,000
Spanish soldiers, many of whom stayed after the war was over. The de
cline of slavery and its final abolition in 1886 intensified the efforts of
planters to bring in white laborers and made the Cuban labor market more
attractive to free immigrants. Meanwhile, in Spain the emigrationcausing forces discussed in the first part of this chapter were gathering
strength. And the Spanish-American War brought in an even greater num
ber ofpeninsular conscripts than the TenYears’ War, many of whom stayed
after independence.
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You thinking [sic] that immigrants
don’t knowing [sic] anything but
tend sheep in countryside.
But you are wrong
because they also know how to
drink maté and guzzle booze.

The final phase in the evolution ofArgentina’s pastoral economy, cattle
breeding and beef export, had been delayed for three reasons: by the abun
dance of the creole livestock whose stringy flesh appealed little to the
European palate; by the expansion of sheep raising on the pampas that
absorbed grazing lands used by the cattle; and by the difficulty of ship
ping beef across the Atlantic. After the l880s these obstacles were over
come by the Argentine estancieros, the national army, and new marine
technology. Ranchers embraced the practice of importing and breeding
pedigreed animals with such enthusiasm that by 900 the high-grade-beef
Shorthorns and Herefords outnumbered all other strains in the national
stock. The military conquest ofPatagonia from the Araucanian Indians in
1879-80 allowed sheep raising to move south to cheaper and more arid
lands whose weeds tasted good enough to the notoriously undiscriminat
ing herbivores, freeing up much of the pampas for cattle grazing. Steam
ers allowed the transportation of cattle on the hoof, and after the turn of
the century refrigerated ships permitted the massive export of frozen and
later chilled beef.
By the early twentieth century the 25 million head of cattle outnum
bered humans five to one and Argentina had replaced the United States as
the major supplier to the British market. The additional element that made
this possible was a steady influx of immigrants. Unlike the cattle herding

Usted pensar que los grin gos
no saber nada mas que
cuidar ovejas en campafia.
Pero usted se equivoca,
porque ellos saben también
tomar mate y chupar cafia.’

meat-salting plants saladeros introduced factory methods such as wage
levels, a division of labor, and large-scale production on one site. These
saladeros grew in number and size for much of the century as they sup
plied the Western Hemisphere’s slave markets with jerked beef; they de
clined only after the abolition of slavery in Cuba and Brazil during the
late 1880s. From the l840s sheep raising grew so fast that by the end of
the century sheep outnumbered humans eighteen-to-one and, at 75 mil
lion strong, formed the largest flock in the world outside of Australia.
Demand from European factories for wool and from European urban dwellen for mutton fueled this expansion; in turn, the expansion of this economy
encouraged immigration. Sheep farming was three times as labor inten
sive as cattle grazing, and the pampas’ native plainsmen had neither the
cultural inclination nor, given the abundance of wild cattle free for the
taking, the material necessity to shepherd. Not surprisingly, sheep tend
ing became so much an immigrant’s occupation mainly Basques and Irish
that an Irish minstrel in the pampas had to set the record straight with the
following song:

18

of the decades following independence
2,000 head, the new cattle-beef econo
erect the barbed-wire fences that preven
bred animals, to plant the alfalfa that f
the pampas’ wild grasses could never d
ing tambos dairy farms, usually Basq
windmills, water pumps, and other devi
barons, who a generation earlier had opp
it with as much enthusiasm as the arriv
The fences that checked the prom
possible the last stage in Argentina’s agr
now in the strict sensp of the word and
vated land increased about fiftyfold fro
24.5 million in 1914. As late as the first
of its grains; by the second, it had turne
world’s largest producer of corn and li
porter of wheat. If the pampas provided
boom, Europe provided the brazos litera
immigrants often found in the writings
ral oligarchy. Indeed, Argentina’s agr
evolved toward more labor-intensive for
horses for their hides pre-1810 to herd
animals for the meat-salting plants ca. 1
1840, and finally to cattle breeding and
tendency both fed upon and induced im
each stage. Moreover, the agricultural r
possible the even more labor-intensive co
of the urban centers, where 57 percent
sided by 1914.
During the nineteenth century, most L
tried to entice European immigrants to "w
tries. These racist agendas, however, wer
ample, created dozens of immigration
distributed "immigrants’ guides," contra
rope, and offered would-be immigrants fr
Lima, free train transportation to the inte
tools, seeds, oxen, and access to water. A
and official efforts of its ruling class, Pe
European immigrants than Argentina in on
States in one week at the height of the m
gions with temperate climates and/or wit
able to modernize other sectors and creat
able to attract European newcomers in mas
fitted both requirements. Cuba fitted only

Transnational Migration

Mass Migration to Modern Latin America

In terms of the regional origin of Iberian immigrants in both countries,
there were strong similarities and some differences. Galicians, a people
from northwestern Spain whose native language is closer to Portuguese
than to Castilian, were the most numerous group in both New World lands.
Indeed, they were so predominant that in both Argentina and Cuba, gallego
became a generic term for all Spaniards. The practice was not completely
innocent. Argentines and Cubans knew that other Spaniards resented be
ing called so. Ethnic stereotypes in the Iberian peninsula often depicted
Galicians as socially backward and dull-witted. And these stereotypes
entered the host societies where "Galicianjokes" became a staple of popu
lar ethnic humor something akin to "Polish jokes" in the United States.
Other groups from the northern seaboard of the peninsula were also
overrepresented. Catalans represented about one-tenth of all Spaniards in
both countries and were often portrayed as entrepreneurial but stingy-a
stereotype that came from the Old World, where they were referred to at
times as "the Jews of Spain?’ The other ethnic cliché about them was that
of the "Catalan anarchist," which was not exactly an arbitrary invention.
Around the turn of the century, Barcelona had become the most active
center of anarchist militancy in the world. Asturians were more numerous
in Cuba and Basques in Argentina. Although emigration from the Basque
country, one of the most prosperous regions in Spain, declined in the twen
tieth century, it had accounted for about one-third of the peninsular flow

Who Came and What Happened

reasons why it was able to attract mostly immigrants from its own colo
nial metropolis.
Because Argentina broke its colonial ties to Spain in 1810 while Cuba’s
continued until 1898, Spanish emigration to the Caribbean island was
higher than to the River Plate for much of the nineteenth century. Al
though family connections were never severed completely, the emancipa
tion war and its bitter aftermath reduced the number of Spanish arrivals
in Argentina to a trickle until the middle of the l800s. In 1855, Italians
and French already outnumbered Spaniards in the country’s capital. How
ever, as the hatreds of the war of independence softened and as Argentina
entered into one of the world’s most spectacular economic expansions
after the l880s, this country surpassed Cuba as the main destination of
Spanish emigrants. By the World War I period, Argentina had by far the
largest number of Spanish-born inhabitants in the Western Hemisphere:
830,000, or one-tenth of the country’s total population and one-third of
its foreign-born population. Cuba followed with 246,000, also about onetenth of the total inhabitants of the island but almost three-fourths of its
foreign-born population. Brazil ranked just below Cuba, and Uruguay,
the United States, Mexico, and Chile followed way behind see Table 2.
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to Argentina before the 1880s. Their earlier arrival, and the fact that they
were the only Iberian group to settle in the pampas in large numbers and
to engage in cattle raising a prestigious occupation in Argentina with
strong links to national identity, made Basques arguably the most ad
mired ethnic group among Argentines, particularly among the elite. Some
went as far as to portray Basques as racially superior to other Iberian
groups and, consequentially, as less prone to mix with "inferior races"
Africans and Indians in the New World,
Canary Islanders, on the other hand, hardly went to Argentina but
formed the second most important group in Cuba. They never wore the
halo of racial superiority that Basques did in Argentina, but they did en
joy a warmer welcome than their other compatriots. Cubans tended to
view these fellow islanders as closer to themselves linguistically, cultur
ally, and temperamentally. Tellingly, they, like the Basques in Argentina,
were the only Iberian group to settle in the countryside in large numbers.
Moreover, they tended to engage in tobacco farming, which, unlike sug
arcane growing, was associated with family farming rather than with sla
very. Like the pampas and the gauchos in Argentina, the campiha
countryside and the guajiro independent farmer came to embody the
essence of nationality in Cuba. The fact that I3asques and Canary Island
ers were somehow associated with these icons of national identity helps
to explain their respective reputations in both countries.
With the exception of the Basques in Argentina and the Canary Is
landers in Cuba, Spaniards tended to settle not in the countryside but in
the expanding cities that the wealth from export agriculture made pos
sible. In Argentina, 74 percent of all Spaniards resided in urban centers in
1914, a proportion higher than any other national group in the country
see Table 3. That same year, 18 percent of all non-Spaniards in that
country resided in its capital, Buenos Aires; the proportion for Spaniards
was twice as high: 37 percent. Similarly, Il percent of all non-Spaniards
in Cuba, but 31 percent of all Spaniards, resided in the city of Havana in
1919.
This preference for urban centers is not easily explained. The major
ity of immigrants did not come from cities. The proportion represented
by those who did was not likely higher than among all the other immi
grant groups listed in Table 3, which includes people from much more
urbanized countries, such as England, Germany, and France, and particu
larly urbanized groups in the diaspora, such as Middle Easterners and
Russian Jews. Some observers have blamed latifundia, the concentration
of landed property into a few hands, for impeding the newcomers from
accessing farms and forcing them into cities. But why would Spaniards
have been more negatively affected by this than all other immigrants? In
Cuba they were less than half as likely as blacks to live in rural areas and
work in agriculture, and it is impossible to argue that free Spanish immi
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25 percent in 1899, and 72 percent versus 53 percent in Spanish immi
of
One of the principal differences in the insertion
participation
grants into the labor forces of Argentina and Cuba was their
were
more likely
sexes
in domestic service. In Argentina, Spaniards of both
Spanish
Indeed,
the
to work as servants than any other national group.
"gallega
that
the
predominant
presence in the domestic service was so
movies, and popu
maid" became a cultural stereotype in Argentine theater,
comic
a
well-known
"Ramona,"
lar humor. Lino Palacios, the creator of
the
begin
interview:
"In
in
an
strip about a Spanish maid, remembered
from the provinces.
ning [circa 1 860s most servants were native girls
used
to call them, from
as
they
The estancieros brought these chinitas,
and all maids
immigrants,
of
Spanish
the countryside. Then came the flood
house,
only outside,
in
the
rarely
worked
were Spanish, gallegas. Italians
that.’"’
as washerwomen and things like
immigrants:
In Cuba the domestic service also employed many of the
men
Spanish
one-fifth
of
all
women
and
about two-thirds of all Spanish
proportions sur
in the workforce at the end of the colonial period. These
respectively. But,
passed those of native whites one-half and one-sixth,
with the do
unlike in Argentina, Spaniards did not become associated
is the large black
mestic service in popular culture. One of the reasons
for 33 percent of the
and mulatto population in Cuba, which accounted
The other rea
total population in 1899 but for 70 percent of all servants.
Spanish
residents in
son was the greater proportion of women among the
to
Cuba
24 percent
Argentina 38 percent of the total in 1914 compared
in the
domestic
service
of the total in 1919. With the feminization of the
Cuba
made
women
in
twentieth century, the relative shortage of Spanish
significant.
their presence in that sector of the economy less
immigrants in
Overall, one of the principal characteristics of Spanish
groups in the
immigrant
both Argentina and Cuba was that, unlike many
ladder,
occupational
of
the
United States that concentrated at the bottom
whites,
with
native
comparison
Spaniards appeared on all the rungs. In
higher professions and
Spanish immigrants were underrepresented in the
But they were
oligarchy.
rural
less so in Cuba than in Argentina in the
industri
landowners,
the
richest
not by any means excluded, and many of
Spain.
been
born
in
had
countries
alists, bankers, and merchants in both
middle
in
the
overrepresented
were
In the nineteenth century, Spaniards
overrepresentation may
sectors of the economy, although the degree of
European back
have declined with the growth of a native middle class of
Spaniards, particularly
ground in the twentieth century. And, of course,
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Similar attitudes toward poor Spanish i
grants from rural backgrounds in gen
they were usually desctibed as hardw
Contrary to the implications of the quo
societies had conferred certain advan
teenth century. But as European imm
Argentina, a light skin became a more
commodity.
Iberian imperialism represented a
between Creoles and peninsulares. The
may not have been as bloody as those i
viously fomented hatreds between nativ
the middle of the nineteenth century.
adventurism in Latin America during t
can Republic, Peru, and Chile and it
and Puerto Rico did much to keep re
power alive. And so did the official hi
tion that celebrated the heroic deeds ofA
ish oppressors. Despite the continuin
perhaps because of it, Cubans develope
national identities in Latin America. N
strong anti-Spanish component. The T
Independence of 1895-1898 were bruta
tion was killed or exiled. And yet, surpri
cipation was relatively short-lived an
mainland colonies under similar circu
Given the linguistic and cultural
Spanish immigrants speedily assimilat
was not the case. In both Argentina an
stitutional structure that included anyth
aid associations to choral societies, ho

Even the negroes here seem to look do
the lower classes of Spain, compared
knowledged by the Spaniards themse
cartload, the same as we see the very p
up from Castle Garden in New York, a
lar. They stare about, wondering at eve
of filth, hunger and nakedness. They a
whites by the negroes.’2

the recently arrived and the poorly edu
nial and low-skilled jobs.
The host societies’ attitude toward t
be harsh. In 1859 a North American res
entry in his diary:
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Argentina
The influence of Spaniards in the historical development of
Their ar
and Cuba thus did not end with the Conquest and colonization. centu
twentieth
rival in massive numbers during the nineteenth and early
population and of the
ries significantly contributed to the growth of the
immigration of
economy in both countries. In Argentina, given the huge
and
Middle
Easterners,
non-Iberians French, Germans, Russian Jews,
they
Spaniards,
the
particularly Italians, who were more numerous than
of the country.
played a pivotal role in preserving the Hispanic heritage
loss among
fears
of
cultural
By doing so, they helped to assuage the
confidence
in
enough
group
Argentina’s creole elite, giving this ruling
and
the
immigration
legacy
to
permit
the survival of Argentina’s Hispanic
Cuba, with the
resulting transformation of the country to continue. In
first
half
of the nine
during
the
slaves
arrival of large numbers of African
the
preserving
in
played
a
key
role
immigrants
teenth century, Spanish

Conclusion

among Span
Cuba there is little evidence that creolization advanced faster
Haitians,
Chinese,
island
to
the
iards than among the other immigrants
Spaniards
Argentina,
In
and
Lebanese.
Jamaicans, North Americans,
consistently exhibited higher rates of residential segregation than Ital
Germans. And these
ians, and often higher than the French, British, and
endogamy
rates were particularly high vis-à-vis the native population. The
of their
rates of Spanish males and females consistently surpassed those
own
of
their
Italian counterparts, who proved more willing to marry out
plays
Argentine
group. Popular stereotypes point in the same direction.
depicted
and comedies of the earlier part of the twentieth century steadily adopt lo
imitate
and
Italian immigrants as more likely than Spaniards to
italiano
cal speech, habits, and mannerisms. Indeed, the figure of the
thespian
scene.
acriollado Argentinized Italian permeated the Porteño
the
Spaniards’
lie
in
The explanation for this apparent anomaly may
country they
colonial relation to both countries. As citizens of the mother
Argentina
and Cuba;
thought that their ancestors had discovered and settled
Un
immigrants.
by
other
thus, they had special prerogatives not shared
not
have
to
as
did
that
they
like other groups, many Spaniards believed
simply
because
belonged
they
similate to local customs to belong. Indeed,
of the original
they were the charter group, the progenitors, the givers
course,
by the early
Of
nations.
culture and language of the American
ceased
to be trans
had
long
Cubans
twentieth century, Argentines and
ceased
to be trans
had
long
Americans
planted Spaniards, just as North
Italian-had
African,
elements-indigenous,
planted Englishmen. Other
Spanish im
contributed to the formation of these nations’ cultures. But
see
them
as threats to
or
to
these
influences
migrants tended to downplay
the Hispanic legacy and predominance.
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T

he search for the causes of the migrat
iards and Italians to cross the Atlanti
controversy. This controversy was first po
of the mass migration at the turn of the ni
ers were polarized between those who th
dus was "misery" pessimists, and thos
was a search for a "better life" optimist
people who judged social development op
talism and the pessimists who contest
nondesirable effects was certainly ideol
group were liberal economists, who thou
vantage for national trade and for the bala
in the countries of origin, who believed th
instrument for cultural penetration an

ate level ofanalysis the nation-state, the

assumptions that immigrant theorists hav
neity of the migrants, the time frame in w
linear or circular nature of the migration

ronments was the best. Finally, the author

always go where the salary differential b

Contemporaries and then scholars interp
Spaniards and Italians to the countries o
of the past century in two basic ways. Sta
neoclassicists and others, according to
migration was caused either by misery th
nity to have a better life the optimists. In
diffusion theory is important because it e
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